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In our experience
Most researchers are NOT software engineers

 They don’t know about unit or integration testing, code coverage, code quality, etc.

 Documentation always ‘after the next paper is done’

Judged on #papers produced

 … not on software and data releases nor on software quality!

Makes our job hard! 

 We need to convince researchers SWE is time well spent…. 

 



Our approach
Educate the researchers

 Lead by example (shown them how they will save time in the long run)

 Teach software and data carpentry courses

Generalize and reuse

 Reusing tools often allow you to spread the SWE effort

Change the rules (you need to be a funding organization to do this) 

 Stick: make them set aside a certain percentage of funding for SWE

  Carrot: give credits for quality software and data releases

  

 

 



Software Reuse
eScience Technology Platform
 “An online platform that aims to stimulate

 collaboration and the reuse of software and
 knowledge.” 

 

Stimulate software reuse in dutch Academia
 Relevant software, workflows, demos,

documentation, training, etc. in one place.  
Organize it in an intuitive way

 Measure the impact of the software

Prototype: http://estep.esciencecenter.nl

 

 

http://estep.esciencecenter.nl/
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